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Tamarisk Coalition Awards $38,888 to Local Conservation District through  
Restore Our Rivers  

 

The Spanish Peaks-Purgatoire River Conservation District, on behalf of the Purgatoire Watershed 

Weed Management Collaborative has received $38,888 from the Tamarisk Coalition to help in 

its restoration efforts in the Purgatoire River Watershed.  These funds are being made available 

through a regional effort to support nine restoration partnerships working on six rivers located 

in Arizona, Colorado, Nevada, New Mexico and Utah. 

“We are pleased to receive these funds from the Tamarisk Coalition to support our new noxious 

weed collaborative”, stated Jonnalea Tortorelli, District Manager for the Spanish Peaks-

Purgatoire River Conservation District (SPPRCD) based out of Trinidad in western Las Animas 

County, CO.  “The Purgatoire Watershed Weed Management Collaborative (PWWMC) was 

formalized in January of 2016 among the SPPRCD, Purgatoire Watershed Partnership and the 

Tamarisk Coalition.  Over the past year, we have made great headway with noxious weed 

management and river restoration,” continued Tortorelli.  “The Restore Our Rivers funds will be 

used to improve riparian habitat along the Purgatoire River and engage local communities in 

river health stewardship issues.  These funds will allow us to support coordination capacity, 

which in turn will allow the PWWMC to pursue long-term sustainable funding opportunities and 

invest in long-term health of the partnership”. 

The funds provided are the first of two payments that PWWMC expects to receive as part of 

Tamarisk Coalition’s effort to raise $2.4 million for river restoration.  Tamarisk Coalition is a 

regional organization that works with local collaborative, grassroots partnerships to manage 

invasive plants and restore native plants to river systems throughout the Southwest. 

“Non-native noxious weeds are one of the top threats to the ecology and the agricultural-based 

economy of the Purgatoire Watershed,” said Shelly L. Simmons, PWWMC Coordinator. “Our 

partnership has been tackling tamarisk and Russian-olive in the Purgatoire Watershed since 

2004.  However, through support from efforts like Restore Our Rivers, we have been able to 

exponentially broaden our scope, focusing on a whole suite of non-native noxious weed species 

and increasing noxious weed and watershed health education and outreach.” 



“The ‘Restore Our Rivers’ campaign kicked off a year ago, with the  goal  to invest in groups like 

PWWMC and provide them with the capacity-building and fundraising tools they need to be 

able to steward these rivers into the future,” says Tamarisk Coalition Executive Director Stacy 

Beaugh.  “Rivers throughout the West are in a state of crisis, and we are relying on groups like 

PWWMC to take care of some of the greatest stressors:  invasive plants.  Tamarisk, Russian-

olive, Russian knapweed and Canada thistle rapidly displace native plants and degrade river 

systems by channelizing river banks, impairing natural river function, significantly reducing the 

quality of wildlife habitat value and forage for pollinators, decreasing biodiversity, increasing 

wildfire risk, and restricting access to scenic landscapes.”  

In its 15 years, Tamarisk Coalition has demonstrated that the partnership model, which engages 

diverse stakeholders and community members within a watershed, is the most effective means 

of achieving the long-term and sustained recovery of rivers. “Through community outreach, 

education, and volunteerism, partnerships like PWWMC create jobs and engage local youth, 

many of whom will become the future stewards of these rivers,” says Beaugh.  

Other river restoration partnership groups involved with and benefitting from the Restore Our 

Rivers campaign include: 

• Desert Rivers Collaborative – Colorado River, Colorado  

• Dolores River Restoration Partnership – Dolores River, Colorado/Utah  

• Escalante River Watershed Partnership – Escalante River, Utah  

• Middle Colorado Watershed Council – Colorado River, Colorado  

• Save Our Bosque Task Force – Rio Grande, New Mexico  

• Southeast Utah Riparian Partnership – Colorado River, Utah  

• Verde Watershed Restoration Coalition – Verde River, Arizona  

• Virgin River Conservation Partnership – Virgin River, Nevada/Arizona  

A total 51,000 acres of important riparian lands throughout the Southwest will benefit from the 

Restore Our Rivers effort.  Raised funds will be used to train and employ hundreds of workers, 

including young adults, veterans and local contractors, ultimately resulting in increased 

opportunities for river recreation, tourism and agricultural productivity, all benefitting local 

economies.  

“Overall, Restore Our Rivers allows us to be part of greater watershed community, and 

introduces our work to a broader network of funders,” says Laura Jones, Community Outreach & 

Development Coordinator for Friends of the Verde River Greenway.  

To date, more than $1.1million (49% of the total goal) has been raised, including  monies raised 

by the nine partnerships and contributions made by Fire on the Mountain, Kannah Creek 

Brewing Company, Big Agnes, Xcel Energy, Black Hills Energy, Lawrence T. and Janet T. Dee 

Foundation, and Walton Family Foundation, as well as many individual contributors.  



“The Xcel Energy Foundation supports organizations and projects that protect and enhance the 

natural environment,” said Kynnie Martin, Xcel Energy senior foundation representative. “The 

Restore Our Rivers initiative will help restore and improve Colorado rivers and improve wildlife 

habitat that depend on the water while providing jobs and education to those communities 

directly in contact with the rivers.”  

 

     

 

 

 

 

To learn more or donate to Restore Our Rivers, please visit 

http://www.tamariskcoalition.org/programs/restore-our-rivers  

http://www.tamariskcoalition.org/programs/restore-our-rivers

